152                                              Paracelsus
present his diploma to the Faculty; he did not invite his colleagues
to a disputation. Instead of discussing his intended lecture with
the department, he published a program for the students over the
heads of the Faculty.
This "intimation," given here in full, contains his famous
formula, "experimentum et ratiocimum"
"Theophrastus Bombast of Hohenheim, doctor of both
medicines and professor, greetings to the students of medi-
cine. Of all disciplines medicine alone, through the grace of
God and according to the opinion of authors divine and
profane, is recognized as a sacred art. Yet, few doctors today
practice it with success and therefore the time has come to
bring it back to its former dignity, to cleanse it from the
leaven of the barbarians, and to purge their errors. We shall
do so not by strictly adhering to the rules of the ancients,
but exclusively by studying nature and using the experience
which we have gained in long years of practice. Who does
not know that most contemporary doctors fail because they
slavishly abide by the precepts of Avicenna, Galen, and Hip-
pocrates, as though these were Apollo's oracles from which
it is not allowed to digress by a finger's breadth. If it pleases
God, this way may lead to splendid titles, but does not make
a true doctor. What a doctor needs is not eloquence or knowl-
edge of language and of books, illustrious though they be, but
profound knowledge of Nature and her works. The task of
a rhetorician is to bring the judge over to his opinion. The
doctor must know the causes and symptoms of the disease
and use his judgment to prescribe the right medicine.
"Thanks to the liberal allowance the gentlemen of Basle
have granted for that purpose, I shall explain the textbooks
which I have written on surgery and pathology, every day
for two hours, for the greatest benefit of the audience, as